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The core purpose of the Selah School District is to ensure high 
levels of learning.  Every day progress is made towards that purpose 
as students and staff  work to create a culture of learning.  

In addition to the academic focus of Selah Schools, the District 
has also been “building progress” with its facilities. Namely, with the 
construction projects associated with the $45.8 million Facilities Bond 
to replace and restructure John Campbell Primary School.

The District is almost a year in to the construction of the Robert 
Lince Kindergarten. Site work will continue throughout the winter and 
spring, as the school prepares to open its doors to its fi rst class of 
learners next fall.  Planning also continues for the new fi rst and sec-
ond grade facility being built at the existing John Campbell site, which 
is targeted for ground-breaking this summer.    

  “As the District takes pride in its facilities, excitement is high as 
the completion of the kindergarten campus is only months away from 
welcoming students in the fall,” said Superintendent, Shane Backlund.  
“Also, as summer approaches, work will begin at the John Campbell 
site where we anticipate another quality facility taking shape.”

As Selah residents are important partners in the District’s educa-
tional and facilities process, we will continue to share our growth.  As 
we look ahead to spring, let’s enjoy the progress we’re building.

An architectural design refl ects the entirety of the new John Campbell campus.

A Look at Our Progress...

A Message from the 
Superintendent

y
STUDENT LEARNING

STUDENT SAFETY

As we progress through another 
Yakima Valley winter, thankful-
ly thus far milder than last year, 

it is hard to believe that we are enter-
ing the sixth month of the 2019-2020 
school year.  With an everyday focus 
on student learning and continual con-
struction progress, time really does fl y.  

 As we continue to build progress 
in the Selah School District with our 
facilities projects, we want to share 
our growth. Currently, that means 
construction continues at the Robert 
Lince Kindergarten campus where the 
48,164 sq. ft. facility is proceeding.  
Also, planning has progressed for the 
John Campbell site as this past fall the 
schematic design was fi nalized.  Proj-
ect bidding begins later this spring.  

In this edition of Building Progress, 
we highlight the growth being made at 
the kindergarten site, as well as share 
developments for John Campbell.    

I want to take this opportunity to 
thank patrons for their continued sup-
port of Selah schools. Our District 
milestones are built together and re-
fl ect the community’s backing.

If you have any questions as we 
continue to build progress, please con-
tact us at 698-8001.  

–Shane Backlund

Above is the architect’s design of the front entrance of the John Campbell building.  See more information on reverse side.



• Robert Lince Kindergarten

It hasn’t even been a year since ground broke on the Robert Lince 
Kindergarten building in April, but the months have quickly proceed-
ed with visible construction progress ensuing.  

This past fall construction continued at the kindergarten campus 
which is being built to accommodate 360 students and will contain 20 
classrooms.  Exterior work at the facility has included framing and on-
going roofi ng projects, which have helped the school take shape.  Addi-
tionally, masonry work on the outside of the structure began and metal 
siding is set to start.  Also, the school’s gym is framed and site work has begun with the bus lines. In addition, 
road improvements on Third Street, which runs parallel to the complex, have been completed, with limited side-
walk work remaining. Further, with winter upon us, the building is now enclosed, and site activity has transitioned 
undercover to include sheetrock and taping work, as well as fi re sprinkler installation, mechanical, lighting, 
plumbing and electrical projects.  Additional interior work has included painting, and the installation of windows 
and storefronts.  Also, fl ooring projects are set to begin.  Furthermore, furniture, fi xture, and equipment meetings 
have begun to determine what items will fi ll the 48,164 sq. ft. facility, and a transition team is currently working to 
develop realignment plans including moving, scheduling, and staffi  ng.  As spring approaches and temperatures 
warm, exterior work at the kindergarten site will once again coincide with interior projects until the facility is com-
pleted.  The Robert Lince Kindergarten will open its doors to learners in the Class of 2033 next fall.  

Connect to our Live Construction Feed at www.ipcamlive.com/kindercampus

In the Selah School District—We’re Building Progress

Above are more designs refl ecting the new John Campbell campus.

Visit the District's Construction website at www.selahschools.org/Page/1421

Originally built in 1948, John 
Campbell Primary School 
has served Selah students 

for over seven decades.  Soon, the 
time-aged campus will be recon-
fi gured and built to accommodate 
fi rst and second grade learners. 

Planning ahead for the new 
John Campbell project, design 
work continued this fall as several 
diff erent teams met with District 
offi  cials and architects to discuss 
their spatial needs.  As a result of 
these discussions, the schematic 
design process was fi nalized with 
the school board reviewing and 
approving the facility's design.    
Like its kindergarten counterpart, 
construction at John Campbell will 
address student and safety needs.  
The 82,920 sq. ft. facility will in-
clude 40 classrooms and accom-
modate an enrollment of 540 stu-
dents, but can also be adjusted for 
growth.  The facility will feature age 
appropriate indoor and outdoor 
learning spaces, locations for spe-
cialized programs, separate lunch 
and gym areas and 21st Century 
teaching technology.  There will be 
one single point of entry into the fa-
cility, as well as increased monitor-
ing through modern vestibule and 
surveillance systems.  

Construction planning for the 
John Campbell campus will con-
tinue throughout the winter, with 
project bids opening in the spring.  
As portable classrooms are re-

• John Campbell First and Second Grade Campus

moved from the site during the 
summer, targeted demolition work 
will begin, and ground-breaking is 
expected on the two-story facility 
in July 2020.  Additionally, a transi-
tion team for the project is current-

ly working to develop realignment 
plans including moving, schedul-
ing, and staffi  ng, to name a few.

 The facility is targeted for a 
winter completion in 2022, with stu-
dents and staff  also transitioning.

Work continues at the kindergarten campus.


